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Infroduction:
Mastering Advanced
Vocabulary for the GRE

As a student preparing for the verbal section of the Graduate Record
Exam (GRE), you have to practice the skills of analyzing information in
a passage, understanding the relationships among parts of a sentence,
and comprehending relationships between words and concepts in con-
text. To do this, you should work through the skills section and practice
tests in a reputable GRE General Test guidebook, such as Barron’s GRE.
You also need to read widely, thinking critically about what you read. You
should read good periodicals, such as The New York Times, The Christian
Science Monitor, The Atlantic, The New Yorker, Time, The Economist, and
Scientific American. In addition to reading these types of periodicals, you
should read books that develop more extended arguments, such as Con-
silience, the Unity of Knowledge by the eminent scientist Edward O.
Wilson and Beyond Freedom and Dignity by the influential modern
thinker B. F. Skinner. Reading such material will increase your knowl-
edge in important areas. It will also improve your ability to understand
complex sentence structure and follow a sophisticated line of reasoning.
If, as you read, you look up unfamiliar words in a good dictionary, your
vocabulary will also improve.

Speaking of vocabulary, is it important to have a good knowledge
of advanced words to do well on the GRE? The answer is “Yes, defi-
nitely.” The test places considerable emphasis on advanced vocabulary,
especially in the antonym, analogy, and sentence completion questions.
Let’s take a look at some of these types of questions to see how impor-
tant vocabulary is on the GRE.

ANTONYM QUESTIONS

In the antonym questions below, you must choose the answer that is
most nearly opposite in meaning to the capitalized word.
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DISINGENUOUS:

(A) laconic
(B) desultory
(C) guileless
(D) irascible
(E) solicitous

You may know the meaning of disingenuous from your knowledge of
SAT-level words. If you know that it means “not candid, crafty,” you will
know that you have to look for a word meaning “candid, not crafty.” You
may be able to eliminate (A) laconic using your knowledge of SAT-level
words, but unless you know the meanings of the other words, which are
all GRE-level words, you will have difficulty arriving at the correct
answer (C) guileless meaning “free of cunning or deceit.”

MENDACITY:

(A) refulgence
(B) perfidy

(C) veracity

(D) fractiousness
(E) salacity

I? ?rntem ifhis question with confidence, you must know the meaning
“untruthfulily’ a GRE-level word. If you don't know that it means
ver ess,” you will have difficulty selecting the correct answer ©

acity, even if you know the meaning of this SAT-level word. Also,

without a good knowledge of GRE
1 N
eliminate choices, g evel vocabulary, it will be difficult to

ANALOGY QUESTIONS

I
bx;t:i&%ahgy questions below, a related pair of capitalized words linked
Tl appears. You must choose the answer that gives the pair of

words wh S .
original pgisre.’ relationship is most like the relationship expressed in the

MOUNTEBANK : CHARLATAN ::

(A) necromancer : spirit

(B) critic : reprobate

(C) profligate : skinflint

(D) mendicant : benefactor
(E) prevaricator : equivocator

INTRODUCTION: MASTERING ADVANCED VOCABULARY FOR THE GRE

You might know the meanings of the original pair of words and under-
stand the relationship between them, but unless you know the mean-
ings of the difficult words necromancer, reprobate, profligate, mendicant,
prevaricator, and equivocator you will not be able to arrive at the correct
answer (E).

SYLVAN : WOODS ::

(A) sartorial : fashion
(B) anachronism : time
(C) juvenile : humor
(D) sidereal : stars

(E) dessicated : land

Once again, if you don't know the meaning of the difficult words sylvan,
sartorial, anachronism, sidereal, and dessicated, you cannot arrive at
the correct answer (D) to this question with confidence.

SENTENCE COMPLETION QUESTIONS

In the sentence completion question below, you must choose one
answer that correctly completes the sentence.

It would be difficult to imagine two more different personalities:
Liz is shy and taciturn, while Stan is outgoing and

(A) salubrious
(B) laconic

(C) specious
(D) loquacious
(E) doctrinaire

Could you answer this question correctly without knowing the meaning of
the advanced word in the sentence, taciturn (uncommunicative, not
inclined to speak much), and the meanings of the five advanced words
that appear in the answer choices? If you don’t know the meanings of
salubrious, laconic, specious, loquacious, and doctrinaire, you will be forced
to guess the correct answer to this question, (D) loguacious, which means
talkative. Not all sentence completion questions are so vocabulary-
dependent, but you can expect quite a few to require a knowledge of very
advanced words.
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Let's take a look at another question that requires a knowledge of
advanced words.

In most modern industrial countries, government intervenes
in the economy by changing fiscal and monetary policy to
______ the negative effects of the business cycle, despite
the fact that there exists no theory supported by conclusive
evidence to explain the underlying cause of the business cycle.

(A) remonstrate
(B) exacerbate
(C) disparage
(D) juxtapose
(E) mitigate

If you don't know the definition of mitigate (to cause to become 1§SS
harsh, severe, or painful), you will not be able to answer this quesftlon
correctly. Also, the more words you know in the other answer choices,
the more confident you can be in answering the question.

Here's a question that requires you to choose words to fill in two blanks.

Some scholars deny that there is a direct correlation between

the scientific theory of relativity and intellectual fashions in the

arts, pointing out that many important modernist works such

as Igor Stravinsky’s symphony The Rites of Spring
the theory of relativity.

{A) ephemeral..predicate
(B) syllogistic..presage

(C) seminal..antecede

(D) dissonant..evince

(E) anachronistic..subsume

In this question, all of the answer choices are advanced words. It is not
possible to answer this question correctly without knowing the mear”
ings of these advanced words, especially the meanings of the correct

answer choice (C) seminal (containing the seeds of later develoPment)
and antecede (precede).

INTRODUCTION: MASTERING ADVANCED VOCABULARY FOR THE GRE

The final question below also requires you to fill in two blanks.

The phrase “It's a matter of semantics” is often used to indicate
that the real meaning of a statement is being lost in verbiage,
often with the implication that there is or

(A) abscission..miscellany

(B) collusion..neologism

(C) exculpation..vacillation

(D) obfuscation..equivocation
(E) meritriciousness..peculation

Three key words in the sentence—semantics, verbiage, and implication—
are advanced words. It would be impossible to figure out the central
meaning of the sentence without knowing the meaning of semantics (the
meaning and interpretation of words) and verbiage (an excess of words
for the purpose)—and if you don’t know the meaning of implication (that
which is hinted or suggested) you will be hard-pressed to follow the logic
of the sentence.

Advanced vocabulary also plays a central part in the answer choices
given for this question. Once again, this question would be impossible
to answer without knowledge of the meanings of these difficult words. If
you know that obfuscation means the act of confusing or obscuring, and
equivocation means the intentional use of vague language, the sentence
makes good sense.

READING QUESTIONS

Next, let’s consider a GRE-level reading passage and questions. It uses
quite a lot of advanced vocabulary. Do you know the difficult words in
the passage and in the questions that follow it?

To chop a stick, to catch a fly, to pile a heap of sand, is a
satisfying action; for the sand stays for a while in its novel
arrangement, proclaiming to the surrounding level that we
have made it our instrument, while the fly will never stir nor

(5) the stick grow together again in all eternity. If the impulse
that has thus left its indelible mark on things is constant in
our own bosom, the world will have been permanently
improved and humanized by our action. Nature cannot but
be more favorable to those ideas which have once found an

(10) efficacious champion.
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Plastic impulses find in this way an immediate sanction
in the sense of victory and dominion which they carry with
them; it is so evident a proof of power in ourselves to see
things and animals bent out of their habitual form and obe-

(15) dient instead to our idea. But a far weightier sanction
immediately follows. Man depends on this for his experi-
ence, yet by automatic action he changes these very things
so that it becomes possible that by his action he should pro-
mote his welfare. He may, of course, no less readily precip-

(20) itate his ruin. The animal is more subject to vicissitudes
tt.xan the plant, which makes no effort to escape them or to
give chase to what it feeds upon. The greater perils of
action, however, are in animals covered partly by fertility,
partly by adaptability, partly by success. The mere possibil-

(25) ity of success, in a world governed by natural selection, is

an earnest of progress. Sometimes, in impressing the envi-
ronment, a man will improve it: which is merely to say that

a change may sometimes fortify the impulse which brought

¥t about. As soon as this retroaction is perceived and the act
is done with knowledge of its ensuing benefits, plastic

impulse. becomes art, and the world begins actually to
change in obedience to reason.

(30)

—George Santayana (1906)

1. Based on the information in the passage, which of the

following statements would the auth i
o ot author be least likely to

(g) Art is an inherently irrational process.

(B) Even the most esoteric works of art have their origin
in the human impulse to act on nature, changing it

. to conform to an idea in the mind.

(C) Any yiable theory of aesthetics must take into account

5 man’s relationship to nature.

(D) The effects of human action on nature can be either
beneficial or harmful to humans.

(E) All living things are subject to the process of natural
selection.

s g L
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2. The word sanction as it is used in line 11 most nearly means

(A) penalization
(B) autonomy
(C) opprobrium
(D) approval
(E) excuse

3. The phrase plastic impulses as it is used in line 11 most
nearly means

(A) drives possessed by all living things to subjugate and
exploit other living things

(B) irrational and futile human drives to dominate
intractable nature

(C) human desires to shape malleable nature

(D) pathological urges to pervert the proper functioning
of the natural order

(E) natural urges in human beings to depict their
physical environment with verisimilitude

This passage uses a lot of quite advanced vocabulary (indelible, domin-
ion, retroaction, ensuing) as well as some very advanced vocabulary (effi-
cacious, plastic, sanction, precipitate, vicissitudes). You should already be
familiar with the first group of words, while you may not know the more
advanced words. Not knowing any of these words would make it difficult
to understand this passage. The word plastic is especially important,
because it expresses one of the central concepts discussed by the
author—the human ability to consciously shape nature.

Advanced vocabulary is also used in the questions. It is not possible
to answer the first question without knowing the meaning of inherently,
esoteric, viable, and aesthetics. (The correct answer is A)) You can arrive
at the answer to the second question if you know the meaning of sanc-
tion in the passage. (The answer is D.) The third question contains a lot
of advanced vocabulary (futile, intractable, malleable, pathological,
verisimilitude), so once again it is not possible to answer this question
with confidence without knowing the meanings of these difficult words.
If you don’t know that malleable means capable of being shaped, you
will not be able to decide that choice (C) makes the best sense.

From our analysis, it is clear that vocabulary plays a critical part in
answering GRE Verbal Reasoning questions. Many of the questions
make extensive use of advanced vocabulary. Therefore, what it boils
down to is that, to give yourself a good chance to correctly answer ques-
tions with a lot of advanced vocabulary, you should learn the words that
are most likely to appear in such questions.
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LEARN FREQUENTLY TESTED GRE WORDS

Let’s look at the advanced words that appeared in a sample verbal sec-
tion of the GRE published recently by the Educational Testing Service.
As a college graduate (or soon to be college graduate), you should
already be familiar with many of these words. However, there are some
with which you are probably not familiar. Look through the list. How
many of these advanced words do you know? You probably know someé
of them, while others look familiar but you are not sure what they mean.
Soon, you will have a chance to take a test to tell you exactly what your
vocabulary situation is for the GRE. Words that appear in bold are
words that have appeared with the most frequency on the GRE over the
past 25 years.

ahistorical exculpate nuances
ambiguity exigent obliquely
ambivalence extraneous oracular
anomaly fastidious orthodoxy
anticipates garrulous paradoxical
arcane guilelessly partisan
assuage hubris pedestrian
austere hypothesis pertinacious
belies ideological predisposition
causality impaired problematic
confounds inalienable proponents
contentious inclusive recapitulates
conventional innovator repudiate
- credulity irredeemable resolutely
cynical irresolute skeptic
demarcation judicious solicitous
disingenuously laconic taciturn
dismiss laudable tensile
disparaged meticulously unorthodox
ebullient multifaceted
eclecticism munificent

Turn to 300 Absolutely Essential GRE Words on page 20 and check to
see if it contains the high frequency words in bold from the list above.
Yes, these words, or one of their forms, are all on the list of the 300
words that appear repeatedly on the GRE and thus can be learned
specifically for the test. These 300 words, as well as an additional 500

important, frequently occurring GRE words, will be taught to you in
Essential Words for the GRE.

INTRODUCTION: MASTERING ADVANCED VOCABULARY FOR THE GRE

HOW ESSENTIAL WORDS WILL HELP YOU
DO WELL ON THE GRE

Essential Words for the GRE teaches 800 advanced words that frequently
appear on the GRE. Each word has been carefully selected through ref-
erence to published GRE lists and on the basis of my many years of expe-
rience in preparing students for the test. These 800 words also appear in
Barron’s GRE Master Word List and High-Frequency Word List.

The principle behind this book is that the best way to learn new words
for the GRE is to see how these words are used in complex sentences
and practice on exercise material that is similar in content, structure,
and level of difficulty to that which appears on the actual test. Practic-
ing on such material will improve your skills in understanding complex
sentences and arguments, and increase your familiarity with important
ideas that appear on the GRE.

This book teaches the important words you need to know in units of
ten words each, along with their parts of speech, most commonly used
definitions on the GRE, and illustrative sentences showing how words
are used. The content, style, and tone of the illustrative and exercise
material are consistent with that of material appearing on the actual
GRE. Because sentences generally deal with subjects in the arts, sci-
ences, and social sciences, and definitions of important terms are pro-
vided, you will build up your general knowledge while you learn
important advanced words. Comprehensive exercises at the end of each
unit ensure that you know the words and provide practice in their cor-
rect use. Many of the words taught in a given unit reappear in subse-
quent units, both in illustrative sentences and in exercises, providing
systematic reinforcement of learning.

Keep a good college dictionary handy as you work through this book.
This will allow you to explore additional meanings of words you learn
and fine-tune your understanding of nuances in meaning between sim-
ilar words. Two of the best college dictionaries are The American Her-
itage College Dictionary (4th Edition) and Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary (11th Edition). If you prefer to use an online dictionary, the
excellent American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, (4th edi-
tion) is available online for free at Bartelby.com.

MASTERING HIGH FREQUENCY WORD ROOTS

Other than learning the difficult words likely to appear on the GRE, how
else can you improve your chances of doing well on the GRE Verbal Rea-
soning test? The answer is simple: learning important word roots.
Essential Words for the GRE features extensive information on word
roots, prefixes, and suffixes in the High Frequency Word Roots section.
This section contains a list of the 300 most important Latin and Greek
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roots and prefixes that commonly appear in English words. It also gives
you hundreds of derivative words and includes exercises to improve
your ability to make use of roots in remembering words you have
learned in this book and in deciphering the meaning of words you dont
know. In addition to being useful for students taking the GRE, a
knowledge of word roots provides a great foundation for the student
embarking on a career in fields such as law, science, and medicine that
use many specialized terms based on Latin and Greek.

GETTING STARTED

So, what do you do now? First, take the Pretest on the following pages.
This will tell you how many advanced words you already know. The
Pretest contains sentence completion exercises and reading passages
with vocabulary questions. If you don't do well on the Pretest, it would
be a good idea to get hold of a good book that teaches a comprehensive
list of college-level words, such as Barron's Wordfest!, and review these
words before starting Essential Words for the GRE.

Philip Geer
director@mentaurs.com
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Pretest

It's time to test your readiness for graduate-level reading. Don't worry. If
you aren’t familiar with the GRE words tested below, you can be sure you
will learn them in Essential Words for the GRE.

In the questions below, choose the answer that is most nearly opposite
in meaning to the capitalized word.

1. OBDURATE

(A) stubborn
(B) flexible
{C) ambivalent
(D) insouciant
(E) implacable

2. CODA

(A) preamble
(B) addendum
(C) denouement
(D) encomium

(E) panegyric

3. ESSAY

(A) suggest
(B) attempt
(C) give up
(D) leave

(E) remember

4. ROCOCO

{A) ornate

(B) limpid

(C) ostentatious
(D) arabesque
(E) austere

n
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5. PREVARICATE

(A) quibble

(B) rationalize
(C) stultify

(D) tell the truth
(E) forestall

In the questions below, choose the answer that gives the pair of words
whose relationship is most like the relationship expressed in the pair of

capitalized words.

6. METTLESOME : SOLDIER ::

(A) wise : sage

(B) erudite : professor
(C) sardonic : lawyer
(D) officious : governor
(E) pedantic : teacher

7. ONOMATOPOEIA : SOUND ::

(A) mnemonic : memory

(B) simile : comparison

(C) physiognomy : face

(D) parrot : action

(E) enunciation : pronunciation

8. TRYST : LOVER ::

(A) assignation : paramour
(B) meeting : company

(C) rendezvous : friend

(D) party : child

(E) exam : student

9. SKEPTIC : DOUBT ::

(A) plutocrat : invest
(B) sycophant : fawn
(C) raconteur : laugh
(D) zealot : vituperate
(E) egotist : brag

1?7

PRETEST

10. FILIBUSTER : TACTIC ::

(A) ruse : subterfuge

(B) riposte : strategy

(C) litigation : law

(D) gerrymandering : quibble
(E) hieroglyphic : writing

Choose the best word or set of words to fill in the blanks in each of the
sentences below.

11.

12.

13.

The statement “India has recently made great progress in
poverty” should be seen in the context of India’s vast
population of one billion, of which 320 million remain in
poverty.

(A) mitigating..discordant
(B) palliating..ephemeral

(C) parrying..doleful

(D) ameliorating..equivocal
(E) alleviating..abject

In his book Knowledge and Wisdom, the distinguished twentieth-

century philosopher Bertrand Russell said, “Although our age far

surpasses all previous ages in knowledge, there has been no
increase in wisdom.”

(A) correlative
(B) articulate
(C) analogous
(D) prodigious
(E) imminent

Increased tariffs in the 1930s a collapse in world
trade, the Great Depression.

(A) started..augmenting

(B) incited..ridiculing

(C) instigated..forgiving

(D) caused..ameliorating

(E) precipitated..exacerbating
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14.

15.

16.

17.

The main impetus behind America’s development of the hydrogen
bomb was Edward Teller, a Hungarian refugee who had fled
Nazism and who the system that was in
place in the Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc countries.

(A) disparaged..innocuous
(B) loathed..totalitarian
(C) nurtured..authoritarian
(D) castigated..benevolent
(E) maligned..meritorious

Physicists now believe that what had been considered the most
basic constituents of the universe are in turn comprised of even
more fundamental units, called quarks— given that
by a physicist familiar with James J oyce's novel,
Finnegan’s Wake.

(A) jocularly..epitome

(B) flamboyantly..alias

(C) flippantly..epigram

(D) whimsically..appellation
(E) pedantically..anomaly

The English expert regards concern about slight redundancies as
and senseless

(A) pedantic..quibbling
(B) cryptic..aggrandizing
(C) sophistical..elucidating
(D) sophomoric..tempering
(E) sordid..abrogation

According to the view of the nineteenth-century apologist for
capitalism, was an unfortunate but unavoidable

of both capitalism and of the natural order of
the world.

(A) abnegation..ramification
(B) subjugation..precept

(C) indigence..concomitant
(D) privation..grandiloquence
(E) penury..transgression

18.

19.

20.

PRETEST

In the final stage in the impeachment process of an American
president, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presides over
the Senate, which sits as a body to a jury to decide
whether to convict the president.

(A) idealistic
(B) malevolent
(C) prurient
(D) concomitant
(E) analogous

The geological theory of uniformitarianism is the antithesis of the
geological theory of catastrophism; it asserts that it is

that natural law and processes do not fundamentally change, and
that what we observe now is essentially the same as what
occurred in the past.

(A) benevolent
(B) ludicrous
(C) relevant
(D) blatant
(E) axiomatic

the bromide,* “Haste makes waste”

It is interesting to
, “Better safe than sorry.”

and the

{A) coalesce..axiom

(B) obfuscate..sobriquet
(C) circumvent..maxim
(D) juxtapose..platitude
(E) consolidate..aphorism

}  *A bromide is a commonplace remark or idea.

15
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Read the following passage carefully. Then answer the questions that

follow.

The term “the arts,” when used to classify a group of aca-
demic disciplines at schools and universities, subsumes the
study of languages, history, and literature, while universi-
ties use the term “fine arts” to refer to painting and sculp-

(5 ture as an object of study. Elsewhere the term “the arts”
includes painting and sculpture (usually grouped together
as “the plastic arts”), music and literature, and is often
extended to embrace dance, mime, and cinema; the word
“artist” being used to refer to a practitioner of any of these.

(10) Art is commonly opposed to science (as “subjective,” where
science is “objective”) and its sense is distinguished from
etymologically related words such as “artifact,” “artificial,”
and “artisan.”

21. The word “subsumes” as it is used in line 2 most nearly means

()
(B)
(&)
(D)
(E)

assumes to be true

makes inferior to

undermines

includes in a less comprehensive category
incorporates in a more comprehensive category

22. The word “plastic” as it is used in line 7 most nearly means

)
(B)
(&)
(D)
(E)

artificial
superficial
malleable

related to performance
whimsical

23. The word “etymologically” as it is used in line 12 most nearly

means

LY
(B)

©
D)
(E)

related to insects

related to the study of the relationship between art and
language

related to the study of the connotations of words

concerned with the dichotomy between art and science
related to the origin of words

24. Based on the information in lines 10-13 (“Art ... artisan”), which

PRETEST

statement would the author be most likely to agree with?

Read the following passage carefully. Then answer the questions that

follow.

5)

(10)

(15)

(20)

(25)

(A) Two words can be related etymologically but have different

meanings.
(B) The word “art” has only an accidental and tangential

similarity to the words “artifact,” “artificial,” and “artisan,”

since it originated from a different word.
(C) Artifacts can only be studied subjectively.

(D) “Artisan” is an older word than the modern word “artist.”

(E) The words «artifact,” “artificial,” and “artisan” are not
cognate.

You may have heard the cynic’s version of the golden
rule, namely, he who has the gold makes the rules. That is
the thrust of this treatise on power by 75-year-old Noam
Chomsky, a professor of linguistics at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). He has written more than 30
books on linguistics and current affairs, including the best-
selling Language and Politics (1990), Manufacturing Consent
(1994), and 911 (2001). Once called “arguably the most
important intellectual alive” by The New York Times, this
very politically incorrect academic has taught at MIT since
1955, immediately after graduating with a Ph.D. in linguis-
tics from the University of Pennsylvania. He is currently one
of MIT's institute professors, which means he can teach in
any department of the university. But, as he notes wryly in
this book, “If I even get near political science, you can feel
the bad vibes starting.”

The book is an edited collection of his lectures and
tutorials from 1989 to 1999. Published as a book for the
first time, his talks offer high-definition snapshots of the ills
of the twentieth century, even as he slices through history
to serve up unpalatable truths—like how America’s found-
ing fathers actually loathed the idea of democracy, why the
United States hires rogue states to fight its wars, and why
nation-states are the wrong political model for a post-
modern world.
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ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE GRE PRETEST
hth:ﬂI; ZSSCI'I‘I';S tl'(::)lgj of his biggest knives for the media, which to be committed to one overriding goal: To make sure that
desires of tho oo cal stabs at for being dictated by the - § the rich folk are happy—because unless they are, nobody

clast tells his setu g. With the same vigor, the gleeful icono- else is going to get anything.

50 28 2 free lundhy & tints why there is not only no such thing “So, if you're a homeless person sleeping in the streets of
he puts it “0% ut also no Sl‘.lch thing as a free market. As (75) Manhattan, let's say, your first concern must be that the
useful-—it's' e course, the ‘free market’ ideology is very : guys in the mansions are happy—because if they're happy,
US). becaras eiatl,pon against the general population (in the . then they’ll invest, and the economy will work, and things
and i,t’s gt S an argument against social spending, : will function, and then maybe something will trickle down

35) can hold if 1. P(::l tilgainst poor people abroad, because we to you somewhere along the line. But if they’re not happy,
these rules. tﬁen em and say, ‘You guys have to follow 8 (80) everything’'s going to grind to a halt...basically, that's a

He als ,sees tl’qut go a'\head and rob.them."” : metaphor for the whole society.”
and its poop “E worl(is current economic star, China,
up to eith pSe as "brutal,” and so finds no profit in cozying
er. Still, conceding that its ascendance to power is :  25. The word “linguistics” as it is used in line 4 most nearly means

40 :
(40) unstoppable, he says, “I don't think we should be asking : @)

the ‘ : i
sho&‘:ﬁogéé{;: (:it(})l :Ir_e irnplg)ve relations with China? We (B) zﬁ:tg;cdy of language
uestio - eps .
o do e vkt e s WP KB o et (o) ol e
est cautionary i chemy
45) ton University gradt:lo tale in this book fs that of Prince- (E) aesthetics

, ate Norman Fink
‘man who committed career suicide b o Uright young

. 2;13;0;1:;;0& Petersfwhose book I};'oeﬁ'zp(;‘sirhy:g ;)emsmte-s;ollirri;gl : . The word “unpalatable” as it is used in line 21 most nearly means
e e e B
(50) ica’s finest intellectyal ad been embraced by most of Amer- (B) shocking
- histortan Barbara Ty S—including writer Saul Bellow and (C) insipid
‘'was akin to calling fhdu, flan—so Mr. Finkelstein's exposé (D) unpleasant
. Eyebrow-raisers asgge, o0 () jejune
. of this boo 'capturaside’ the question-and-answer format
N Chomoeeres the rhythm of inte : . The phrase “rogue states” as it is used in line 23 most nearly
reaks : : means

(A) American states that seceded from the United States in the
nineteenth century

(B) states with purely mercenary motives

(C) states with a high proportion of rogues in their population

(D) nation-states that don’t adhere to rules agreed to and
followed by most modern nation-states

(E) nation-states founded on egalitarian principles

. The word “iconoclast” as it is used in lines 28-29 most nearly means

(A) a conformist

(B) a person who attacks views held sacrosanct by most people
(C) a misanthrope

(D) a person with orthodox views

(E) a cynic
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29. The word “soliloquy” as it is used in line 57 most nearly means PRETEST ANSWERS
’ (A) inanity
(B) stupidity 1. B 11. E 21. E
(C) criticism 2. A 12. A 22. C
(D) harangue 3. C 13. E 23. E
(E) literary or dramatic speech by one character 4. E 14. B 24. A
30 5 D 15. D 25. B
. The word apathy” as it is used in line 68 most nearly means 6. B 16. A 26.D
(A) disease 7. D 17. C 27. D
®) compon 4 E  mn
absence of a consensus ' ' '
(D) lack of concern 10. E 20. D 30. D
(E) demagoguery
End of Pretest YOUR PRETEST SCORE

1-5 CORRECT ANSWERS: VERY POOR
6-9 CORRECT ANSWERS: POOR
10-14 CORRECT ANSWERS: BELOW AVERAGE

15-18 CORRECT ANSWERS: AVERAGE

19-23 CORRECT ANSWERS: GOOD
2427 CORRECT ANSWERS: VERY GOOD

28-30 CORRECT ANSWERS: EXCELLENT
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300 Absolutely Essential

aberrant
abeyance
abscond
abstemious
admonish
aesthetic
aggregate
alacrity
amalgamate
ambigu()us
ambivalence
ameliorate
anachronism
analogous
anomalouys
antipathy
apprise
approbation
appropriate
artless
ascetic
assiduous
aSSuage
attenuate
audacious
austere
autonomouyg
aver

banal

belie
beneficent
bombastic
boorish
burgeon
burnish
buttress
¢acophonous

2

GRE Words

capricious
castigation
catalyst
causality
chicanery
coagulate
coda
commensurate
compendium
complaisant
conciliatory
confound
connoisseur
contention
contentious
conundrum
conventional
convoluted
craven
decorum
deference
delineate
denigrate
derivative
desiccate
desultory
diatribe
dichotomy
diffidence
diffuse
digression
dirge
disabuse
disce]'ning
discordant
discredit
discrepancy‘

discrete
disingenuous
disinterested
disjointed
dismiss
disparage
disparate
dissemble
disseminate
dissolution
dissonance
distend
distill
doctrinaire
dogmatic
dupe
ebullient
eclectic
efficacy
effrontery
elegy
elicit
embellish
empirical
emulate
endemic
€nervate
engender
ephemeral
€quanimity
€quivocate
erudite
€soteric
eulogy
euphemism
€xacerbate
€Xculpate

exigency
extraneous
facetious
facilitate
fallacious
fatuous
fawning
felicitous

flag

fledgling

flout

foment
forestall
frugality
gainsay
garrulous
goad

gouge
grandiloquent
gregarious
guileless
gullible
harangue
homogeneous
hyperbole
iconoclastic
idolatry
immutable
impair
impassive
impede
impermeable
imperturbable
impervious
implacable
implicit
implode
inadvertently
inchoate
incongruity
inconsequential
incorporate
indeterminate
indigence
indolent

300 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL GRE WORDS

inert
ingenuous
inherent
innocuous
insensible
insinuate
insipid
insularity
intractable
intransigence
inundate
inured
invective
irascible
irresolute
laconic
lassitude
laud
lethargic
levee

levity

log
loquacious
lucid
magnanimity
malingerer
malleable
maverick
mendacious
metamorphosis
meticulous
misanthrope
mitigate
mollify
morose
mundane
negate
neophyte
obdurate
obsequious
obviate
occlude
officious
onerous
opprobrium

oscillate
ostentatious
paragon
partisan
pathological
paucity
pedantic
penchant
penury
perennial
perfidious
perfunctory
permeable
pervasive
phlegmatic
plety
placate
plasticity
platitude
plethora
plummet
pragmatic
precarious
precipitate
precursor
presumptuous
prevaricate
pristine
probity
problematic
prodigal
proliferate
propensity
propitiate
propriety
proscribe
pungent
qualified
quibble
quiescent
rarefied
recalcitrant
recant
recondite
refractory
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refute
relegate
reproach
reprobate
repudiate
rescind
resolution
reticent
reverent
sage
salubrious
sanction
satiate
saturate
secrete
shard
skeptic
solicitous

soporific
specious
spectrum
sporadic
stigma
stint
stipulate
stolid
striated
strut
subpoena
substantiate
supersede
Supposition
tacit
tangential
tenuous
tirade

torpor
tortuous
tractable
transgression
truculence
vacillate
venerate
veracious
verbose
viable
viscous
vituperative
volatile
warranted
wary

welter
whimsical
zealot

R

800 High-Frequency
GRE Words

UNIT 1

abate v. to decrease: reduce

NASA announced that it would delay the launch of the manned
spacecraft until the radiation from the solar flares abated.

abdicate v. to give up a position, right, or power
Romulus Augustus, the last Western Roman emperor, was forced to
abdicate the throne in 476 A.p., and the Germanic chieftain Odovacar
became the de facto ruler of Italy.
The appeals judge has abdicated his responsibility to review the
Jindings of the high court.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

de facto: in fact, whether by right or not; exercising power without
being legally established (Latin: from the fact)

aberrant adj. deviating from what is normal

When a person’s behavior becomes aberrant, his or her peers may
become concerned that the individual is becoming a deviant.

Aberration is a noun meaning something different from the usual or
normal.
For centuries, solar eclipses were regarded as serious aberrations
in the natural order.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences
deviant: a person whose behavior differs from the accepted stan-
dards of society :
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abeyance n. temporary suppression or suspension

A good judge must hold his or her i ] '
- Jjudgment in abeyance until all
the facts in a case have been presented.

abject adj. miserable; pitiful

John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath portrays the abject
poverty of many people during the Great Depression.

abjure v. to reject; abandon formally

knﬂdifltan;e xgﬁ the Religious Society of Friends (commonly
- ers or Friends) abjure t .
settle disputes between nations. yure the use of violence to

For a foreigner to become a U.S. citizen, he or she must take an

oath abjuring allegiance to
any other count ;
Up arms to defend the United States,  © - Preaging o take

abscission the a
other part of 5 plant

Two scientists, Alan g, Williams and Thomas G. Whitham, have

hypothesized that
Dbrematur s i )
response to herbivorous attcelcl;af abscission is an adaptive plant

ct of cutting; the natural separation of a leaf or

The verb abscise means to cut off or away.

The s i
urgeon abscised a smqj growth on the patient’s hand.

hypothesp. iy 8, ' and Social Sciences

acbot ized: form a hypothesis, that is g Proposition put forward
i tarting point for further investigation ’

adaptive: relating to adantatinn -

by which & épeéige:s;o maidaptation. an alteration in structure or habits

environmeng. <> proves its condit

ion in relationship to its
herbivoroys:
ro feed ing mainly on plants

abscond y, ¢, depart secretly

A warrant is oyt J
or the arr
with three millionecﬁl(l)grcsl person believed to have

abst |
emioug adj. moderate in appetite
Some research l
l Suggests thqt beople with gqn abstemi L
. . em'lous lifestyle
tend to lipe longer than People 1pho indulge thejr QAppetites.

]

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

abstinence n. the giving up of certain pleasures

The monk’s vow of abstinence includes all intoxicating
substances.

REVIEW 1

Matching
Match each word with its definition:

1. abate a. to abandon formally

2. abdicate b. temporary suppression

3. aberrant c. to give up a position or power

4. abeyance d. giving up of certain pleasures

5. abject e. to depart secretly

6. abjure f. miserable; pitiful

7. abscission g. to decrease

8. abscond h. moderate in appetite

9. abstemious i. the act of cutting
10. abstinence j. deviating from what is normal
Fill-ins
Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.
abate abdicated aberrations abeyance abject
abjured absconded  abscission abstemious abstinence

1. The 90-year-old monarch the throne to allow his son
to become king.

2. Psychotherapy relies on psychological rather than physiological
approaches to curing mental .

3. Implementation of the new plan has been held in
pending an investigation of its effectiveness to date.

4. Ms. Johnson’s lifestyle helped her to amass a fortune.

5. The crew of the vessel waited for the storm to before
going on deck to make repairs.
6. The alcoholic’s physician recommended total from

liquor for her patient.

7. The documentary filmmaker was accused of using misleading
footage to make it appear that nearly everyone in the country lived
in conditions.

8. The judge said he would reduce the convicted woman’s sentence if
she all association with those convicted of treason.
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9. The senior surgeon performed the difficult

10. The audit of the bank’s financial records led investigators to sus-
pect that someone had with $100,000.

Sense or Nonsense

Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1. The doctor decided to let her atient’ .
t's fi
further clinical tests, p s fever abate before ordering

2. The. university’s plans for €xpansion have been put in abeyance
until the economic outlook is more favorable.,

3. Ruth’s abstemious a i
: ppetite has caused
in the last month, e o put on ten pounds
4. The senator announced that he formally
of his past statements on the issue.

5. The judge instructed the members of the jury that they would be

abdicati i ilies o s
the c:stg.1 & their responsibilities if they did not reach a verdict in

accepted and abjured all

UNIT 2
abysmal adj. very bad

In the 1960, the Amer

ideq g

merican
of sea:floor spreading eoPhysicist Harry Hess conceived the
» @ process in which the new crust in the

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

ocean is continually generated by igneous processes at the crests of
the mid-oceanic ridges, causing a steady accretion of the crust.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences
geophysicist: one who specializes in the physics of the earth and its
environment

igneous: in geology, relating to the formation of rocks by solidifica-
tion from a molten state. The word igneous is from Latin ignis (fire).

accrue v. to accumulate; grow by additions

Regulating the growth of large companies when they begin to
become monopolistic is a difficult task for government in a capitalist
county; if it limits monopolies too much, the nation’s firms could
become less competitive than foreign companies that enjoy the advan-
tages accruing from greater monopolies.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences
monopolistic: having exclusive control over a commercial activity.

adamant adj. uncompromising; unyielding

Despite widespread opposition to his plan, the political party’s
leader is adamant that the party must move to the center to appeal
to moderate voters.

adjunct n. something added, attached, or joined

Speed walking, cross-country running, and marathons are normally
regarded as adjuncts of track and field athletics since races in these
sports are not normally held on a track.

admonish v. to caution or reprimand

The judge admonished the jury to discount testimony that had
been ruled inadmissible.

adulterate v. to corrupt or make impure
The unscrupulous company sells an adulterated version of the
drug, and doesn’t inform consumers that they are getting a less effi-
cacious drug than they think they are getting.
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aesthetic adj. relating to beauty or art

Members of the English aesthetic movement, such as Oscar Wilde,
}L)veel_re} Iz;ltzlp;onents of the doctrine of art for art’s sake, which is the
| ie art cannot and should not be usefiil urpo

! than that of creating beauty. dulor ary p e o
Aesthetic is also a no
beautiful.

froThe Gothif: aesthetic dominated European art and architecture
M approximately the twelfth to the fifteenth century.

} gﬁislg;ﬁctf iztht? conc.eptjon of what is beautiful; it is also a branch of
i Phy dealing with beauty and art, and standards in judging them.

An .
aesthete is someone who Cultivates a special sensitivity to beauty;

often the w
e e ord refe?s to a person whose interest in beauty and art is
garded as excessive or superficial.

un that means a conception of what is artistically

e

affected adj. Pretentious, phony

It has been argued that the e

leads mphasis on so-called “proper English’

to unnatural ang affected Sspeech,

affinity ., fondness;: liking; similarity

The female i
Greek playwriztwiems " the class

ht s,
slaves, and other geu”gldes because he

a. grow by additionsg
b. very bad
C. relating to beauty
or art
d. Something addeq

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

5. adjunct e. to corrupt or make impure
6. admonish f. increase in amount
7. adulterate g. pretentious
8. aesthetic h. fondness
9. affected i. uncompromising
10. affinity j- to caution
Fill-ins
Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.
abysmal accretion accrued adamant adjunct
admonished adulterated aesthetic affected affinity

1. The film is marred by the actor’s English accent.

2. In Emily Bronté&’s Wuthering Heights the characters Heathcliff and
Catherine feel such an for each other that they
almost literally cannot live without each other.

3. Over the years the university’s computer system has grown so
much by that no one person has a complete under-
standing of it.

4. The committee on education reform recommended that the school
introduce more art courses to develop students’
awareness.

5. The poet the critic for failing to appreciate the subtle
changes in his poem’s meter.

6. Tom’s savings account has
the last ten years.

7. The band’s playing was so
stage.

8. The English teacher is about one thing: students must
correct all the errors in written work that she returns to them.

9. Over the last 20 years or so consumers have increasingly
demanded food that is not with additives.

10. Nearly half of the college courses in America are taught by
professors.

83,000 in interest over

that they were booed off

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1. In many ways Aristotle’s aesthetic dictums have never been

surpassed.
2. Beth is so adamant about the plan that she is willing to give it up

at the first opportunity. _____
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3. The waiters in the €xpensive restaurant were told to affect a
French accent to impress customers.

4. Most students love to be admonished for their good work. ___
5. State law requires that whole milk be 100% adulterated. __

UNIT 3

aggrandize v. to make larger or greater

One of the concerns of the framers of the U.S. Constitution was that

one branch of government would .
try to a i
expense of the others. ggrandize itself at the

aggregate adj. amounting to a whole: tota]

Tﬁe aggregate weqith of a coun
public resources and possessions,

Aggregate is also a verb meaning to collect into g mass.

Portals are Web sites des;i
: igned to a ate i ,
used as q Starting point on the Wep, g9reg information and are

A .
ggregate is also g noun meaning collective mass or sum.

try includes private as well as

alacr;:i }1 tcheerful willingness; €agerness; speed
T Ofc'>o ball'coa.ch was pleased to see the team get to work on the
improving its tackling skills with alacrity.

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

allay v. to lessen; ease; soothe

Improvements in antivirus software have allayed many people’s
Jears of having their computers “infected” with malicious software.

alleviate v. to relieve; improve partially

According to some commentators, one of the weaknesses of
capitalism is that, although it is very efficient at increasing absolute
wealth, it is not as successful at alleviating relative poverty; thus,
a person living in a slum in America may be reasonably well off
by historical standards, but he might perceive himself to be poor
compared to members of the bourgeoisie, whom he sees regularly
buying luxury goods that he is not able to afford.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

bourgeoisie: the social order dominated by the property-owning
class. The term is associated with Marxism, the political and
economic philosophy of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, but today
it is often used disparagingly to suggest materialism and philistin-
ism (an unenlightened and smug attitude toward culture).

alloy n. a combination; a mixture of two or more metals

Scientists formulate alloys to create properties that are not
possessed by natural metals or other substances.

allure n. the power to entice by charm

Political groups in the United States often lobby Congress to use
the allure of America’s vast market as an incentive for countries to
pursue policies in accordance with American policies.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

lobby: a group whose members share certain goals and work to
bring about the passage, modification, or defeat of laws that affect
these goals

Allure is also a verb meaning to entice by charm. The adjective is
alluring.

The idea of a clockwork universe is very alluring to some people
because it explains how the universe was created, yet allows human
beings to live in it without believing in supernatural intervention.
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Fill-ins
Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

: Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences
clockwork universe: a theory of the origin of the universe that com-

’ f?ﬁétﬁeggvzl;f:eto a mechanical clock created by God. According: aggrandize aggregate  alacrity alchemy allay
ing to the law’s of o ireated, the universe continues to run accord- alleviate alloys allure amalgamate ambiguous
Vé’ntioh. 'This oyl ‘: ure and does not require further Divine inter-
el ghtéénﬂl»centu agﬂ"ery popular in the Enlightenment, an 1. The of France is great; millions of people around the
use of reaso, e Ty philosophical movement that emphasized the - world study its language and culture.
_ P01 10 examine accepted beliefs and traditions. 2. With the organic chemistry test coming up soon, Maria knew she

had to start studying for it with .
3. The computer manufacturer donated 100 computers to the inner-
city school to the problem of children not having

) ipalities were am : access to the Internet.
enlarged City of Toronto, Canada, algamated into an 4. The corporation’s CEO claimed that his purchase of a personal jet
. airplane was not meant to personally him.
ambiguous adj. unclear or doubtful in meaning 5. By what remarkable artistic did the interior decorator
gOdTr;%lilej?n%Z of the N-Iahayar.la Buddhist deity Avalokitesuara, the transform the drab living room into a room of vibrant color and
the god is somemtf;fg’ 's ambiguous in both Ching and Japan, where light? ‘
S called a goddess, 6. John’'s role in the affair is ; it is not clear whether he
took an active part in it or was merely an advisor.
7. The final plan is an of the ideas of everyone in the class.
8 Modern____ have helped make cars lighter and more
resistant to corrosion.
9. To the public’s fears that his health was failing, the
prime minister played tennis every day and invited reporters to be
present.

10. Now separate entities, the 12 colleges will to create a
single university.

Matc

Match each word with jtg definition; Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
' Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

Sense or Nonsense

1. aggrandiz
2 aggregate b, o el willingness 1. Th Id i t that hardly anyone is buying it
3. alacrity b. a combination - The allure of gold is so great tha y any ying it.
4. alchem C. the power to enti 2. The governor is concerned that one agency of goyernment is
5. alla y d. to make lar entice by charm aggrandizing itself at the expense of other agencies.
6. alle\s:ia €. to combin e or greater 3. The judge instructed the witness to make an ambiguous state-
7. allo te f. to lessen: ¢ Info a unified whole ment so that everyone could be clear about what s'he meant.
8. allu)r’e g. amounth'l eise 4. The alacrity of John Milton's Paradise Lost makes it one of the
9. amag] h. to reljey g © @ whole great epic poems in English.

gamate i €. Improve partially 5. The charity was set up to alleviate the suffering of the poor.

10. ambigyoys - unclear or doubtfu] i
J. medieva) chemica] phﬂosi?)r}l:;
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UNIT 4

ambivalence n. the state of having conflicting emotional attitudes.

John felt some ambivalence
college.

The adjective is ambivalent.

In public opinion s s in t ienti
second only to p urvey he United States, scientists rank

hysicians in public esteem, yet much of the public
is i:leeasingly ambival J Y the p
of “Big Science” and its related technology.

ambrosia n. something delicious; the food of the gods
The combination
pure ambrosia,

The adjective is ambrosial.

. The food critic praised the c
meal,”

of flavors in the Moroccan baked eggplant was

hef for preparing what he called an

; nonmﬂl and necessary by people in
N -;:%I; v ,.,,'b‘i"g( were luxuries onlya

about getting married before finishing

ent about some of the implications for society :

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

amulet n. ornament worn as a charm against evil spirits

The early Christian Church forbade the use of amulets, which had

become common in the Roman Empire at the time the Christian
Church began to develop.

anachronism n. something out of the proper time

Some experts regard the retirement age of 65 as an anachronism

at a time when people in the developed world have much longer life
expectancies than previously.

analgesic n. medication that reduces or eliminates pain
Aspirin (the trademark of the drug acetylsalicylic acid) is a powerful
analgesic that was introduced in 1899 and is still one of the most
effective medicines available to alleviate pain, fever, and inflammation.

analogous adj. comparable

The psychology researcher’s experiment postulates that the brain is
analogous to a digital computer.

Analogy is a noun meaning a similarity in some ways between things
that are otherwise dissimilar.

The idea of evolution in nature is sometimes misconstrued and
applied by analogy to other areas in which there is scant evidence
Jor its existence; a notable example of this is Social Darwinism, in
which it is argued that society is like nature, and thus people, like
animals, are competing for survival, with those who are genetically
superior at surviving and reproducing.

Analog is a noun meaning something that is comparable to something
else.

Some commentators have posited the existence of an analog to
the Protestant work ethic in Chinese culture, which they call the
“Confucian work ethic,” to explain the economic success of some
countries with large Chinese populations.

Terms from the Arts, Seienees, and Social Sciences
Social Darwinism: a theory in soctology that individuals or groups
achieve advantage over othe result affg,enetiq or biological «
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anarchy n. absence of government; state of disorder

The American philosopher Robert Nozick does not advocate

anarchy; rather, he argues for the merits of a mini
ather, inimal state that
would not violate the natural rights of individuals.

The adjective anarchic means lacking order or control.

. 1:;3 Student of mythology speculated that Dionysos was created a
projection of the pleasure-loving, anarchic aspect of human nature.’

Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

chus to the Romans, Dionysos was the s
 the Greek god of agriculture, fertili
‘eT regarded as a patron of the arts.
d by an emotional cult that held secret
wild orgies of frenzied revelry, drunken

Match each word with ité definition:

1. ambivalence o r

2. ambres. a. agreeable; cooperative

3. amelign. _ lc) It;lledication that reduces pain
- the state of having conflictin

: atnenable. L €motional attitudes ¢

absence of government

- ‘Orhament worn ag 5 ch

. evilspirigs | arm against
o 2omething out of the proper time

amenity

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

Fill-ins

Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.
ambivalent ambrosia ameliorate amenable amenities
amulet anachronism analgesic analogy anarchy

1. Many people have an attitude to war: it causes great
suffering, yet appears at times to be the only solution to a serious
problem.

2. During the revolution the country began to slip toward

3. The soldier attributed his survival through three battles to an

he had found in Borneo.

4. After fasting for 24 hours, Wayne said that his first bite of steak
tasted like .

5. “I'm afraid all I can do for your headache is prescribe an

to relieve the pain,” the doctor told her patient.

6. The governor drew an between a family and society,
pointing out that both need a leader if they are to function
smoothly.

7. The antithesis of the principle of art for art’s sake is social real-
ism, which feels a heavy responsibility to identify, and even

, social ills.

8. The history professor is
the topic of the term paper.

9. The editor discovered an in the script; set in 1944, it
contained a reference to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima in 1945.

10. Many modern tourists like to have all the of home
when they travel.

to student suggestions for

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE)] if it does not.

1. Amulets have been used for centuries to generate electric
power.
2. The economist drew an analogy between a family spending beyond
its means and a government running a deficit.
3. Although the government program was intended to help the
poor, in reality it has only ameliorated their situation. ___
4. John is ambivalent about whether to apply to graduate school
or look for a job after receiving his degree.
5. A group of anarchists called for the overthrow of the
government.
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UNIT 5
anodyne n. something that calms or soothes pain
Some people use alcohol as an anodyne to numb their emotional.

Anodyne is an adj

pain, ective that means relaxing, or capable of soothing

mo’g;fl g(l)lrl,)llflg relations officer is remarkably anodyne: all he does is
subs ! rting, politically correct platitudes, saying nothing of

The psycholagist discoun he
. ted the an A
dier; saying it was merely @ short. omalous behavior of the sol

term effect ,
The noun is ane . 2ffect of the stress of battle

A mo llemma
Pposed mratf’“lcell_lfﬁuowifﬁymi::: with humanity’s ability to clone is
Mmuch more meat than rﬁ;omlaltlcal Scenario: a pig that produces
opor: would be cut in hajf be

brocess: Is it right to clone such an animaql?

i

i
e
i
i
:
.
&
2

the rise of the bourgeoisie, con- -
‘the Roman gich had its antecedents in the |
created atholic Church, into a much
powerful churches that grew to

aimed at reforming
to the establishment
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antipathy n. dislike; hostility

Heathcliff, the protagonist of Emily Bronté’s novel Wuthering
Heights, feels great antipathy for Edgar Linton, the man who
marries the woman he loves.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences
protagonist: the main character in a work of literature

apathy n. indifference

Apathy was high in the election because there was no major con-
troversy or issue to arouse voter interest.

The adjective is apathetic.

One criticism of the welfare state is that it makes people overly
reliant on government, with the result that democracy is gradually
weakened as citizens take a more apathetic and detached view
of politics.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

welfare state: the provision of welfare services by the state {that is,
the government) '

apex n. the highest point

In English literature, classicism reached its apex in the poetry of
Alexander Pope and the other Augustans.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

classicism: an aesthetic tradition that values simplicity, elegance,
restraint, and order

Augustans: a period of English literature from around 1700 to
1789. Satire was a feature of the writing of many authors of this
period. Two notable authors of the Augustan Age were Alexander
Pope and Jonathan Swift. : :

apogee n. the point in an orbit most distant from the body being
orbited; the highest point

The Ottoman Empire reached its apogee in the seventeenth
century, when it controlled a territory running _from Budapest to
North Africa. ,
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_ Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences
Ottoman Empire: an empire that arose in Anatolia (which corre-

spon ds to the Asian portion of modern Turkey) in the fourteenth
century, destroying the Byzantine Empire. By the early sixteenth
Cﬁnﬁn‘gézcontroned much of Persia, Arabia, Hungary, the Balkans,:

apothegm n. a terse, witty sa
spelled apophthegm) ty saying (pronounced AP-uh-them and also

One of the best-known political apothegms was written by the

British historian Lord Acton:
Power tends
power corrupts absolutely, " to corrupt and absolute

appease v. to calm; pacify; placate
Many historians have criticized British Prime Minister Neville

C . .
hamberlain for trying to appease Adolf Hitler in the 1930s.
REVIEW 5
Matc
Match each word with its definition:
1. anod
o anomy;llz a. indifference
3, antecedelrlj; b. prehistoric
4. antediluviag ; fgm:(t:hmg that comes before
2 :;lgglaythy e. hosmig
f. PO}'nt In orbit most distant from body
7. apex being orbited
8. apogee g something that soothes pain
9. apothegm - the highest point
10. appease o Iregular
J. terse, witty sayin
g
Fill-ins

Choose
the best word to fill in the blank in €ach sentenc
€.

:no::l:ne anomaloug
pathy apex apogee

1. The transistor Wwas the resy}

t
Tesearchers at Be Laboraton:i Eilncgll:‘l’)orative effort by

42 Jersey, one of the world's

antecedents antediluvian antipathy

apothegms  appease

10.

. When the spacecraft reaches its

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

most advanced scientific and technological laboratories, which
had its in the great laboratories created in the late
nineteenth century by people like Thomas Edison.
In “Strange Meeting,” one of Wilfred Owen’s poems about World
War I, the speaker says that he has no for the foe he
killed in battle.
The students are trying to overcome public on
the issue by setting up exhibitions about it in shopping
centers.
The scientist asked the lab technician to check the
results again.
To angry voters the legislature approved a tax cut.
The English teacher showed his class the classic film On the
Beach, but many of the students had trouble appreciating it
because of what one student called its * black and
white film technology.”
The eighteenth-century British writer Samuel Johnson is famous
for his sage , such as “If you are idle, be not solitary;
if you are solitary, be not idle.”
The pastor’s comforting words at the child’s funeral were an

for the grieving family.
in its orbit around
Earth, another craft will be launched from it on a voyage
to Mars.
Many religions view human beings as standing at the
of creation.

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1.

2.

The simple electric circuit consists of a battery and an anodyne.

Although the scientist’s career as a researcher had long since
reached its apex, she continued to give valuable guidance to

younger scientists.

. The gun is capable of firing deadly apothegms that can rip enemy

soldiers apart. ‘
The anomalous test results mean that the rocket is ready to

launch. .
Anthropologists believe that the tribe used animal sacrifice to

appease the angry gods.
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UNIT 6
appellation n. name

Tf?e discov.ery of the bones of a person with the appellation Ken-
newick Man in the state of Washington in 1996 has raised important
questions about who the earliest people to populate America were.

apposite adj. strikingly appropriate and relevant

The writer searched two dictionaries
_ and a thesaurus before find-
ing the perfectly apposite word he was looking for.

apprise v. to inform

Nadine Cohodas’s biogn . .
aphy of the blues singer Dinah Washington
:ﬁgﬁi ethe reader apprised of the racism black Americans had to

approbation n. Praise; approval

The Congressional Medal
. of H
American soldier can receive.f oner ts the highest approbation an

The pPronunciation is yh ;
. -Pj - _ ,
IS pronounced uh-PROH-pregg,H Pree-ayt. The adjective appropriate
The invading

arm
people. Y &ppropriated supplies from the houses of the local

8Propos adj. relevant

Apropos of

nothg
to love, » the speaker declared that the purpose of life is

arabesque n, orn ;
Position n whigt, :te design featuring inte

A rtwined curves; a ballet
the weight of the b;leyleg IS extended in p

ack while the other supports
The ballering stuny .
arabesque. ned the audience with her Perfectly executed

the age Cime archeology becayse it
magwome mn;s(tls cid as 35’Oggzears, bst itci(slr:)f
4 millions of years qgo, o the processes studied in this field

L Sn Sun e s
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Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

Carbon-14 dating: determining the actual or relative age of an
object, of a natural phenomenon, or of a series of events through
the use of the isotope carbon-14, which occurs naturally

ardor n. great emotion or passion

The twentieth-century American poet Wallace Stevens said, “It is
the unknown that excites the ardor of scholars, who, in the known
alone, would shrivel up with boredom.”

arduous adj. extremely difficult; laborious

The task of writing a research paper is arduous, but if it is broken
down into logical steps it becomes less daunting.

REVIEW 6
Matching
Match each word with its definition:
1. appellation a. relevant
2. apposite b. confiscate
3. apprise c. great emotion or passion
4. approbation d. ornate design
5. appropriate e. name
6. apropos f. laborious
7. arabesque g. strikingly appropriate and relevant
8. archeology h. praise
9. ardor i. the study of material evidence of
past human life
10. arduous j. to inform

Fill-ins
Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

appellation
apropos

approbation appropriated

ite apprised
Appos PP arduous

arabesque archeology ardor

1. Some people felt the remarks were out of place, but others thought
they were perfectly .

2. The president ordered his chief of staff to keep him
of any changes in the situation.
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3. The English professor has started on the

writing book—length commentaries on all 37 of William
Shakespeare’s plays.

4. During an economic “bubble” thereisagreat _ _ for
Speculative investing

task of

.

5. provides anthropologists with important information
about prehistoric cultures.
(73. ?hhe city private land to build low-cost housing.
. The

- is one of the fundamental ballet poses.
- former U.S Supreme Court Justice Byron White was given the

o T . “Whizzer” when he played football in college.

- The fashion book contains the perfect, image to
represent 100 famous designers.

The young scientist is workin,

of her peers.

10.
g 80 hours a week to gain the

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether

Put S (SENSE) if cach sentence makes good sense or not.

it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1. The judge rejected the wi
€ witness’ testi e
Was apropos to the case. estimony because nothing in it

2. One of the m N
exists or not.ajor questions in modern archaeology is whether God

3. A comet with the
. appellation Sh
larly with Jupiter in July 1994,

4. The group plans t

0 make the
without oxygen supplies. arduous ascent of Mt. Everest

S. “Jack hit Jim®
Jack.”

oemaker-Levy 9 collided spectacu-

has an apposite meaning from “Jim was hit by

UNIT 7

arrest v. to stop; to seize

1€mporary arrest
of the ient’
doctor to perform surgery O,fa } lélent S

Tespiration made it easier for the |

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

capitalism has trained people to perceive human artifacts as
commodities, and has alienated people from nature, their true
humanity, and their creations.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

Marxist: a follower of Marxism, the political and economic philoso-
phy of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. In Marxism the concept of
class struggle plays a central role in understanding society’s
inevitable development from bourgeois oppression under capitalism
to a socialist and ultimately classless society.

artless adj. guileless; natural

The source of the meaning of artless as guileless is the poet John
Dryden, who wrote of William Shakespeare in 1672: “Such artless
beauty lies in Shakespeare's wit... .”

ascetic n. one who practices self-denial
Muslim ascetics consider the internal battle against human
passions a greater jihad than the struggle against infidels.
Ascetic is also an adjective meaning self-denying or austere.
The writer’s ascetic lifestyle helped her to concentrate on finishing
her novel.
The noun is asceticism.

One tradition of asceticism derives from the belief that the body is
Jundamentally bad and must be subjugated to the soul.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

Jihad: the religious duty of Muslims to defend their religion (Islam)
by war or spiritual struggle against nonbelievers

asperity n. severity; harshness; irritability
In his autobiography Gerald Trywhitt, the British writer, composer,
artist, and aesthete, recounts a humorous incident: “Many years later,
when I was sketching in Rome, a grim-looking Englishwoman came up
to me and said with some asperity, ‘I see you are painting MY view.

aspersion n. slander; false rumor
The i i i moc its leaders
Republic of Singapore is a young democracy, and its
often respond strongly to journalists and others who cast aspersions
on their integrity.
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assiduous adj. diligent; hard-working

The assiduous people of Hong Kong live in a territory with one of

the highest per capita incomes in the world.

assuage v. to make less severe

On November 21, 1864, during the Civil War, President Abraham
ldnmmbstﬁvewmte itrrltefollowi?g in a letter to Mrs. Bixby of Boston, who had
los sons battle:“praythatourHeavenlyFathern'tayassuage
the anguish of your bereavement and leave you only the cherished

memoryﬂfthelovedandlost,mdthesolemnpridethatmustbeyows'k

tohavelaidsocostlyasacﬂﬁce upon the altar of freedom.”

astringent adj. harsh; severe

Bob tends to nickc himself when he shaves, so he uses an
gent aftershave to stop the bleeding.

REVIEW 7
Matching
Match each word with its definition:
1. kt B
o argor . a. guileless; natural
3. anesct b. slander
a axartlﬁfaess C. item made by human craft
5 . d. to make less severe
6 asceaspeﬁrity e, tg stop; seize
7. aspersin f. hard-working
8 i n . - & -harshness
> assiduous - T g
9. assuage ~h: spectalized vocabulary used by a group
10. astringent E ji ‘harsh; severe
tring, + one'who practices self-d
Fill-ing : e

10.

. Much of the

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

. In his book Confessions, Saint Augustine tells of his sinful life

before he was converted to Christianity and began to live an

and virtuous life.
Mate, a popular beverage in South America, is similar to tea but is
less and often contains more caffeine.
Some scholars have argued that the idea of romantic love is an

of culture, unique to the West, with its origin in the
European tradition of courtly love; however, sociological research
has shown that romantic love exists in most cultures.
The new drug is able to the development of cancerous
cells.

. China’s leaders talked with a group of American congressional

representatives to fears that China plans to threaten
American military preeminence.

The study’s conclusion is that more females attend college than
males because girls tend to apply themselves more to
their studies than boys.

from the field of information technology
that previously was familiar only to experts in the field is now
used in everyday conversation (“Internet Service Provider,” for
example).

The report in the newspaper cast on the candidate.

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE] if it does not.

1.

2.

The hungry people gratefully received the aspersions from the

charity.
The crew of the submarine bid their families farewell before setting
off on their long argot. e

. The poet Walt Whitman quotes John Burroughs’s comment on

the writer Henry David Thoreau: “He improves with age—in fact,
it requires age to take off a little of his asperity, and fully ripen
him.”

. “My comments on your book were merely astringent, not

venomous,” the critic said to the author.
The writer James Boswell is so famous for his assiduous recording
of Samuel Johnson’s words that the word “Boswell” now refers to
a person who admires another so greatly that he or she records
their words and deeds.
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UNIT 8

asylum n. place of refuge or shelter

The Stoic, accused of seeking asylum in the consolations of philos
ophy, rebutted this charge, saying that Stoicism is simply the most
prudent and realistic philosophy to follow.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

Stoic: _fol!ower of Stoicism, a pantheistic philosophy emphasizing
submission to divine will and freedom from emotion

atavism n. in biolg
organism after seve
exhibits atavism: r

gy, the reappearance of a characteristic in an
ral generations of absence; individual or a part that
eturn of a trait after a period of absence

Some modern political theorists reject nationalism as q tribal atavism

attenuate p,. to weaken

Modern digital radio
greatly attenuated to
another staqtion,

equipment allows even signals that have been
be transmitted by one station and received by

audacious qgj. bold; daring

The Germa

esert Iigx” :sac:r:ey C(l)t nder Erwin Rommel was known as the
Su i . , .

Jorces in World wqr 1L of his audacious surprise attacks on Allied

“
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because it gives us a sense of meaning and purpose in our lives that
helps us to survive.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

theory of evolution: the theory that living things originate from other
similar organisms and that differences between types of organisms
are due to modifications in successive generations. A central tenet
of Darwinian evolution is that surviving individuals of a species
vary in a way that enables them to live longer and reproduce, thus
passing this advantage to future generations (Natural Selection).

avarice n. greed

Successful investment bankers are sometimes accused of avarice:;
their defenders, however, say that they are simply very good at what
they do and should be rewarded accordingly.

aver v. to affirm; declare to be true

Yogis aver that everyone has a guru, whether it be a person, God,
or the experiences of the world, that helps him or her practice the
yoga that is in accordance with his or her nature, and assists on the
path toward enlightenment.

(\ Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

yogis: a yogi is the Sanskrit (an ancient Indian language) name for
a man who practices yoga. A woman who practices yoga is a yogini.

guru: a personal spiritual teacher. The term is also used to refer to
a trusted advisor or an authority.

yoga: spiritual practices in the Hindu and Buddhist religions that
are believed to help one to attain higher awareness and union
with God

avocation n. secondary occupation

Dan became so proficient at his avocation—computer prc')gramr.ning—
that he is thinking of giving up his job as a teacher to do it full time.

avuncular adj. like an uncle, benevolent and tolerant

Walter Cronkite, who was the anchorman of CBS News during
much of the 1970s and 1980s, had an avuncular manner that made
him one of America’s most trusted persondlities.
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REVIEW 8 2. Before giving testimony at a trial, each witness must solemnly
Matching aver that he or she is telling the truth.
Match each word with its d efinition: 3. Shortly after taking office in 1977, President Jimmy Carter
) fulfilled his campaign promise to pardon young men who had
1. asylum a. stern; unadorned sought asylum in Canada because of their opposition to the war
2. atavism b. return of a trait after a period of absence n Vlet.nam and to the military draft.
3. attenuate c. greed 4. There is a strong tradition that physicians should practice
;. :E:tacious d. secondary occupation ;r\lr:g-ii(c:i:e to ease human suffering rather than be motivated by
. ere e. bold; darin ’
6. autonomous f like afx un. % 5. The singer’s voice was so attenuated by the PA system that she
7. avarice ce could be heard even outside the stadium. _
8. aver g. self-governing; independent
9’ h. place of refuge
10. avocation i. to affirm UNIT 9
. avuncul
ar J. to weaken axiomatic adj. taken for granted
gil:l-in: In nineteenth-century geology, uniformitarianism was the antithe-
00se the best word to fill in th, sis of catastrophism, asserting that it was axiomatic that natural
ar asylum e blank in each sentence. law and processes do not fundamentally change, and that what we
Y autonomous atavism attenuate audacious austere observe now is essentially the same as what occurred in the past.
o L ' avarice avers avocation  avuncular
e . Itis. rtan , y L g X " P
)l l:elinhtzl?:retedtf? have an ~———— Judiciary so that laws can - Terms from the Arts, Scieng‘es, and Social ’Sch;’nces :
2. The monké. o itr:le of political influence and considerations. : uniformitarianism: a geological theory p()pular in the nineteenth
3. Scientists ———— __ Quarters. _ century. Uniformitarianism holds that geological processes have
two legs. g the whale discovered an _ _:ithad slowly shaped the Earth and continue todeso. "
4. The , atas . \at was a rival to uniformitarianism. It pos-
~e . teach catastrophism: a theory that was a rival to o ; . It po
5. Many People prefer to ;::: Popular with students. tulates an Earth formed in a series of unique, catastrophic events.
6 gﬁm their occupation tean that is very different , O e e e R
. The U Coa
nited States and Britaiy have long hi . - festivity; pertain-
—__tovi g€ histories of offering bacchanalian adj. pertaining to riotous or drunken festivity; pe
7. The plan to eliInircluthOf persecution ing to revelry
ate hunger in : ,
i 8 but it can be achieved if algl the nt:tei ondisan______ one. For some people New Year’s Eve is an occasion for bacchanalian
- A criticism that has 1, ons of the world cooperate. revelry.

o

" Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

Bacchus: knawri as Dionysos to the-ancient Greeks, Bacchus was -
the god of agriculture, fertility, and wine. He was worshipped by an
 emotional cult that held secret rites ¢ eehandiie owiid drgles

et

&
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banal adj. commonplace; trite

The writer has a gift for making even the most banal observation

banter n. playful conversation

The governor engaged in some banter with %
’ L eporters before getting
to the serious business of the news conference. 5

bard n. poet

The great bards of English lite
techniques of verse. ng rature have all been masters of the

bawdy adj. obscene &

Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterb
Christian plgrims who ente o
the holy to the bawdy,

Tales is the story of a group of ”5

Ttain one another with stories, ranging from
on their journey to Canterbury Cathedral.

ation of in Ameri_can business was
government industries (such as ,
partlybeme it was believed that private indus--
bemefmign private companies

ths, Outstripping government-

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

REVIEW 9

Matching
Match each word with its definition:

1. axiomatic a. playful conversation
2. bacchanalian b. give a false impression
3. banal c. pertaining to riotous or drunken activity
4. banter d. dress in a vulgar, showy manner
5. bard €. obscene
6. bawdy f. commonplace
7. beatify g. huge creature
8. bedizen h. taken for granted
9. behemoth i. poet
10. belie j- to bless; sanctify
Fill-ins
Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.
axiomatic bacchanalian banal banter bard
bawdy beatification bedizen behemoths belie

1. The comedian dropped the jokes from his routine for
his appearance on national television.

2. The Ted Hughes was appointed Britain's Poet Laureate
in 1984.

3. Women in nonpolygamous societies often express amazement that
several women could share one husband without friction, taking it
as_________ that couples are the norm, and that any departure
from it must be wrong.

4. At first, college seemedto _______ all the’'good things Steve had
heard about it in high school; gradually, however, he came to like it.

5. First IBM, next Microsoft and then Google became the
of the computer industry.

6. The TV show's producer tries to steer a middle path between
making a typical program and being so original that
much of the audience is lost.

7. The queen decided to
for the ball.

8. In the Roman Catholic Church, the final stage in the path to
sainthood is canonization, which occurs after _________ .

9. The college’s annual spring break party in Florida is a/an

10. The world leaders enjoyed some friendly __________ before

getting down to the serious business of the negotiations.

herself with expensive jewelry
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Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sen

tence makes good )
Put S (SENSE) if it does, g sense or not

and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1. The prisoner was beatifie
imprisonment.

—_—

2. The band’s b .
rehearsals. ackstage crew often exchange banter during long

3. The principle that every
regarded by most peo

g. ghhe ascetic monks regularly hold bacchanalian parties.
- 1€ question of whether the Greek bard Homer was a single

individual or the nam
debated by scholars, € given to several authors is still hotly

d by the jury and sentenced to ten years

person has certain fundamental rights is
ple as axiomatic.

UNIT 10
beneficent adj. kindly;

doing good

question of why a and
ws bad things to happJ;n toygool: ;gl;lzlt

| bifurcate ». to divide into two part

! ; Contempor. hysici o

j lzsrg; iﬁ)alyswlsts generally bifurcate their discipline into

| Physics and modern physics; the former are the

> and Werne, : oS ]
OmedemPhysics. I Heisenberg, which inaugi

uddhist philosophy on animals as
tional Western pierp since & M scientific view than the tradi-
e does not posit radical bifurcation of
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bolster v. to give a boost to; prop up; support

The president has visited the state several times to bolster his
sagging popularity there.

bombastic adj. pompous; using inflated language

Nearly lost in the senator’s long, bombastic speech were several
sensible ideas.

boorish adj. rude; insensitive

Bob apologized for his boorish behavior at the party, saying he
hadn’t realized that it was such a formal occasion.

bovine adj. cowlike

Following the slow-moving group of students up the long path to
the school’s entrance, the word “bovine” popped into the English
teacher’s mind.

brazen adj. bold; shameless

The brazen student irritated his teacher by saying that he could
learn more from a day spent “surfing” the World Wide Web than a

day spent in school.

broach v. to mention for the first time
Steve’s boss knew that she couldn’t put off warning him abqut his
poor performance and decided to broach the subject the next time
she saw him.

REVIEW 10
Matching
Match each word with its definition:
1. beneficent a. flattery
2. bifurcate b. cowlike
3. blandishment c¢. kindly; doing good
4. blasé d. bold
5. bolster e. bored because of frequent indulgence
6. bombastic f. mention for the first time
7. boorish g. give a boost to
8. bovine h. rude; insensitive
9. brazen i. divide into two parts
10. broach j. pompous; using inflated language
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Fill-ing
Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

. The coach warned the lacrosse team not to become
even though they had won a school record 20 matches the

previous season.

2.
ﬁ;;;a in American politics between a tradition
impruderel:es that interference in the affairs of other countries is

power to help other countries,

3. Bill Gates showed his 5
Melinda a foundatio by setting up with his wife *

n to provide
things, fight disease P financial help to, among other

in the Third World.
4. Amanda went out with orld

expressions on their faces,

u:su-:di:rxl):uh;;lt;-rlans hgave shown how the Soviet leader J oseph Stallt
o ofar ents, , and threats to

7. The small )
of a com company startled investors by its takeover:
hayVilt)J:‘ogf]:thg audience were annoyed at the :
the entire movie, men who talked loudly to each other throughs
9. The president's speechwrite
to write a speech that
\ .
a credible witnegg,

T told him that she was doing her best
Was serious and solemn but not ¢ 4

was
———— by the new testimony of

P s i =
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4. The general visited the troops to bolster their morale before the
crucial battle.

5. Jim is so blasé about the upcoming GRE test that he is studying
six hours a day for it.

UNIT 11

bucolic adj. characteristic of the countryside; rustic; pastoral

The south end of Toronto’s beautiful High Park is a bucolic
expanse of land that is perfect for anyone wanting a quiet walk.

burgeon v. to flourish

After World War II, the increased speed of industrialization and the
burgeoning world population resulted in such an increase in pollu-
tion that it began to be recognized by some people as a threat to the
human habitat, Earth.

burnish v. to polish
The poet T. S. Eliot burnished his reputation as one of the master
poets of the twentieth century with Four Quartets, four long poems
published between 1936 and 1942.

buttress v. to reinforce; support
Some critics of the American legal system argue that the require-
ment of proving guilt “beyond a reasonable doubt” is too difficult a cri-
terion to use, and buttress their case by citing the fact that objective
studies suggest that only a very small number of criminals are suc-
cessfully prosecuted.

cacophonous adj. unpleasant or harsh-sounding

The dissonant harmonies of the great jazz pianist and composer
Thelonious Monk might seem cacophonous to some listeners, but to
many jazz aficionados they are sublime.

A cacophony is a jarring, unpleasant noise.

- Terms from the Arts, Sciencefs’, and Social Scigncqs
aficionados: people who are enthusiastic admirers or followers

cadge v. to beg; sponge :
An enduring image of the Great Depression in America is the out-
of-work man cadging money with the line, “Hey, mister, can you
spare a dime for a cup of coffee?”
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Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

S;e_gi I?egress_wn: a very large economic decline that began in 1929,

U ngtedlrétutsmal nations such as Great Britain, Japan, and the

ures of ates were greatly affected by declines in nearly all meas-
economic prosperity (such as employment and profits).

callous adj. thick-skinned; insensitive
Jim’s terrible experiences i
in th, ,
the suffering of others. e war have made him callous abott

calumny n. falge and malicious

“Be thou chaste
calumny.”

accusation; slander
as i
ice, as pure as snow, thou shalt not escape

—William Shakespeare, Hamlet Act 111, Scene |
(Hamlet addressing Ophelid

canard n. falge, deliberately misleading story

Most politicians do
that big iy mnot want to be associated with the old canard

Washington can solve all of America’s problems.

canon n. gn established i
a group of literary works prinet

Canons of ge

sthetic tast
Jor example, valued orngte Zrzary over the years; the Rococo period,

The 60-volume G

reat Books of
gather the central canon of Westet:lne

Canon is alsg an adjective,

Ple; a basis or standard for judgment;

W(?stern World is an attempt to
Civilization into one collection.

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

REVIEW 11
Matching
Match each word with its definition:
1. bucolic a. to polish
2. burgeon b. to reinforce
3. burnish c. to beg
4. buttress d. false, misleading story
5. cacophonous e. established principle
6. cadge f. characteristic of the countryside
7. callous g. insensitive
8. calumny h. to flourish
9. canard i. unpleasant or harsh-sounding
10. canon j. false, malicious accusation
Fill-ins

Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

bucolic burgeoning burnish buttress cacophonous
cadge callous calumny canard canon
1. The of modern communications has made fiber optics

nearly indispensable because of its ability to transmit vast
amounts of information.

2. The link between economic boom and war is used by Marxists to

their view that capitalism thrives on war, and to some

degree, encourages it in periods of low economic activity.

3. How many times have you heard the old “Those who
can, do; those who can't, teach™?

4. A traditional olive farm is a sight: big trees spaced
fairly far apart providing good cover for grass and grazing animals.

5. The student is well known for his tendency to money
from his friends.
6. The company’s new advertising campaign is intended to
its image as a dynamic, forward-looking firm.
about

7. The movie star sued the newspaper for printing
him.

8. The task the poultry farm worker looked forward to the least was
going into the hen yard at feeding time.

9. The public relations director’s comments that the inmates had
hanged themselves as a public relations stunt was widely regarded
as showing a disregard for life.

10. The nineteenth-century French composer Hector Berlioz has
become a central figure in the Western musical
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Sense or Nonsense

{Drlllcii(éate Wheth(?r each sentence makes good sense or not.
(SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

L. It may sound odd, but I actual
an orchestra tuning up.

g. Tv‘;le at:tist s painting a bucolic rush hour scene in Manhattan. _—
- We sailed our canard around the world last year.

4. Government officials in Chj
hina are ¢
numbers of old people in their coun(t:r;c.erned about the burgeonmg

5. Steve buttressed his - A
Position in th ;
earning a Ph.D. in chemistry. ¢ pharmaceutical company by

ly enjoy the cacophonous sound of

UNIT 12
cant n. insincere talk: lan
» language of a particul
Many of the beat P ar group

artists of the 1950s react. i
regarded as the cant of bourgeois societ;,ac ed against what they

2 the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

1d bgqrgeqisl’e come from Old French
g ), Bourgeios refers to a person wh
ass or has middle-class attitudes. It can
e;’;re;t ,’isf frefluﬁnﬂy used to suggest

cantank )
Ma:ym}ls adj. irritable; ill-humoreqd
% us have in our m;
old man who is constant mind the stereotype of the cantankerous

, ly complaining aboyt something or other.
capricious adj. fickle

s T
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cardinal adj. of foremost importance

The cardinal rule of any weight-loss diet must be limiting the
intake of calories.

carnal adj. of the flesh or body; related to physical appetites

The yogi’'s goal is to achieve nirvana through, among other things,
the overcoming of carnal desires.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

nirvana: ideal condition of rest, harmony, or joy. Nirvana is from
Sanskrit nirvanam (a blowing out), as in the blowing out of a flame.
According to Buddhism and Hinduism, in order to reach nirvana
one must extinguish the fire fueled by the ego, which causes
suffering, ignorance, delusion, and greed.

carping v. to find fault; complain
Cost-benefit analysis owes much of its origin to utilitarian thought;
despite the carping of critics that such analysis is based on faulty
premises, the technique has proved useful in many areas.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

Cost-benefit analysis: the process of weighing the total expected
costs against the total expected benefits of one or more actions in
order to choose the best option

utilitarian: the ethical philosophy that human activity should be
aimed at achieving the greatest good for the greatest number.
Jeremy Bentham was the founder of the theory and his student
John Stuart Mill was its most famous proponent. Mill used the
theory to argue for social reform and increased democracy.

cartography n. science of making maps

Satellites in Earth orbit take pictures of topography that have
greatly aided cartography.

caste n. any of the hereditary social classes of Hindu society; social
Stratification
The dalits, formerly known as untouchables, are at the bottom of
the thousands of castes that make up Indian society.
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Caste is also an adjective.

iorMost modern corporations employ a sort of caste system, with ser
executives at the top and ordinary workers at the bottom.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

There are four main castes .
or heredi
of subcastes) in Hindu society that rty groups (and thousands

; estrict the occupations of
members and limit their inter: i v :
: A action E
There are four , - with members of other castes. ;

- Brahmans (priests and teach
k : ers
Ksatriyas {noblemen) )

Vaisyas (merchants and tr.
s, ade
Sudras (laborers) )

A fifth group, called
impure and are disc
tions such as cle

“Harljans” or “untouchables” are considered

riminated against. The i
. y toil in lowly occupa-
aning up waste and leatherworking.

cas .
tiflationB .. punishment; chastisement; criticism
any British writ, , .
recetved at school, €rs recall with loathing the castigation they

REVIEW 12
Matching
Match each word with its definition:
1. cant
:23. cantankerous : Ef:lf((l);emOSt mportance
. capricio .
1 o S:1s C. science of making maps
5 co: d. insincere talk
6, cordin €. of the flesh or body
7. carping g hereditary socia] class
. - complainin
S zzﬁstography h punizlhme %
. e . §
10. castigation ji ?:jut;)rl;m
. g
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Fill-ins

Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

cant cantankerous capricious captious cardinal
carnal carping cartography caste castigated

1. The military employs a type of system with generals

at the top and privates at the bottom.

2. Commentators dismissed the speech as the mere of
someone desperately trying to be reelected.

3. The English teacher is so pedantic and in her
marking that her students have become discouraged.

4. It is a postulate of science that the laws of nature are not
_____ and that the universe is not chaotic.

5. According to this book the rule of good writing is to
be clear.

6. Rococo painting often reflects the great pleasure the French
aristocracy took in all things .

7. The ability of modern to produce very accurate maps
of the Earth’s surface has been a boon to navigators.

8. The boss the worker for losing the important client’s
file.

9. The band decided to continue to play in their new style despite the

of critics who said it was a sell-out to commercial
interests.
10. The

people.

old man is always getting into arguments with

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1. The judge is respected by legal scholars for her capricious
rulings.

2. The cantankerous old man seems to like nothing better than
arguing with the checkout clerk in the supermarket. .

3. Cartography has helped scientists gain a good understanding of
the fundamental workings of the human brain.

4. A cardinal rule of hiking is to never hike alone.

5. The painting’s caste gives it the mood of a Rembrandt. _____
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= . {
i : in his Laws he quantified his argument,

d crime, on the other hand: in his
UNIT 13 an

contending that the income of the rich should be no more than five
cataclysm n. a violent u

ici limit extremes of f
pheaval that causes great destruction and times that of the poor, and he proposed policies to li
change wealth and poverty.
.The French Revolution of 1789 was a cataclysm whose effects are caustic adj. sarcastically biting; burning ' ot
stilfelt today. The columnist’s caustic comments on government policy did no
catalyst

n. something causing change

win her any friends among government officials.
Among the cataly

sts of the Romantic movement were the libertar-

: i heavens; sublime
ian i . celestial adj. concerning the sky or )
lan ideals of the French Revolution. Astronomers make use of the Doppler effect to rlnec::s'u;e Zﬁgclt)sloa
stial o .
Terms from th. i d Social Sci s ties and distance from Earth of stars and other cele. J
m the Arts, Sciences, and Soc cience

Romantic movement: 3 late eighteenth-
movement in literature and the arts,
ied one, and so is not easily describe

i -centu : ial Sciences
Thaen?ngxlrgrc;xt:relrtlt\:/]as a ve:'yy var- Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Soci

of a wave as
d in a few words. Romanticism Doppler effect: change in tbe wavelength arz)cri iz(::%l;\fe?c(})’f the waves
Was a revolt against classicism and reason and emphasized the indi- a result of the motion of either the source
vidual and the emotional. The Rom

i j i from a center
centrifugal adj. moving away | ' o
As the empire expanded, there was an ever-uncreasing centrifug
stress as remote colonies sought autonomy.

. ; i ard a center
ons should be placed on a person’s centripetal adj. moving or directed tow:

i by the
Astronomers calculate that the centtzpflzvtlgé r{oi:fi reb);te;t(regungl e
. , ; Moon will keep the
Qspecggx?ﬁmsv storn, oy beriod (1789-1799) in French. and garg‘ll; grk()l' ll)lli%ln(s)rz)} rllJeears
Tally, Western Civilization. F ’ h arth for bi :
Was replaced by republicanis rance’s absolute monarchy

Al i . to defend or support
e bt on: ushering in the Chan;?l::;irrlz :Iooc(; is famous for championing the underdogs of England.

Alth ; REVIEW 13
ouah i
evidenc::gt}}:a l?frflfcsutn is ca;egoncally Jorbidden by every state, recent Matching
abrormal offspring i e COUSINS i5 no more likcely to produce Match each word with its definition:
tionazity of bafls o?z n _normal” Marriages may allow the constitu-
Marriage between cousins to be challenged 1. cataclysm a. involving a cause
caucus n Smaller groy ) : b. absolute
The workersforgmedp Within an Organization g catalyst_ | c. concerning the sky or heavens
an informal caueys to discuss their g ifficulties 4. categorica d. moving toward a center
1 . caucus ‘
ca adj. involving a cause 5. causal e. violent upheaval nter
The philosopher piqf ' : f. moving away from a ce
betweer, | ato believed there is a causal relgy; 6. caustic d or support
n tncome mequahty re tlonShlp 7 . g, defend o
» On the one hand, gng political discontent - celestial
86
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8. centrifugal h. something causing change

9. centripetal i. sarcastically biting

10. champion j. smaller group within an organization
Fill-ins

Choose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

cataclysm catalysts categorical caucus causal

caustic celestial  centrifugal  centripetal championed
1. SNircl)ce its founding in 1966, the National Organization for Women
) (NOW) has the rights of women.

ﬁs stucg1 finds that people who exercise more tend to be healthier:
authors raise the question, “Are these individuals healthier

because they exercise—a
link—or do they exercise
more because they are healthier to begin with?” !

3. “My position is .
T the CEO L S
. company to be bought out.” said. “I will not allow thi
- Bioch
cells Zﬁﬂcali ————_, called enzymes, occur naturally in
5. Sci ,usan one molecule into another.
: wofxﬁj c:;::yathat the impatcﬁ:f a large meteor with the Earth
t mi ,
. Japanese Socmmt ght end all life on our planet

ud th
homogenous population on soc};i:tfr, € effects of a

7. Theoretically, a spa
’ ce
gravity as a fresullt) " station could be rotated to create artificial

force
. Gothic ca T .
space th. thedrals place a great importance on light and a sense of
° at seems to lift one toward the
- The parliament’s minority
ing government policy.

10. Wear protective
in the laborats gloves when working with

issued a report condemn-

substances

Ise:;e or Nonsense
Ndicate whether each
Put S (SENSE) if it d sentence makes good sense or not.

0€s, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

800 HIGH-FREQUENCY GRE WORDS

3. Catalysts for change on the school board blocked attempts to
implement reforms.

4. In 1054, ancient Chinese astronomers recorded their observation

of many important celestial events, such as the supernova that
created the Crab Nebula.

5. The newly discovered species of caucus is remarkable for its
ability to survive for months with almost no water.

UNIT 14

chasten v. to correct by punishment or reproof; to restrain or subdue

The child’s behavior improved after she had been chastened by
punishment.

chicanery n. trickery; fraud

The governor ordered an audit to investigate alleged financial
chicanery.

chivalry n. the qualities idealized by knighthood such as bravery and
gallantry toward women
Chivalry was rooted in Christian values, and the knight was
bound to be loyal to Christian ideals; the Crusades enhanced this
idea, as knights vowed to uphold Christianity against heathens.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and fSoc!al!;S(;iences
chivalry: The code of chivalry ‘dictated how a knight should act; this
code enjoined the knight to defend the Church, make war against
infidels, perform scrupulously feudal duties, and in general cham-
pion virtue against evil. : B ;

Crusades: military expeditions by Christians in the Middle Ages to

win the Holy Land from the Muslims
o ,

churlish adj. rude; boorish

According to the chivalric code, a knight was never supposed to be
churlish, especially toward noble ladies, to whom he was supposed

to be unfailingly gentle and courteous.

circuitous adj. roundabout o
According to Hindu philosophy, some souls take a circuitous path
through many births to reach God.
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clairvoyant n. one who can predict the future; psychic

Edgar Cayce was a _famous clairvoyant who some people believe

was able to go into a trance during which he was in touch with a
spiritual realm,

clamor n. noisy outcry

Over the past 12 Years or so the v

oices clamoring for better pro-
tection of the Earth’s rain forests ha

ve increased dramatically.
Clamor is also a verb meaning to cry out noisily.

The crowd clamored their disapproval of the plan.

clique n. 3 small, exclusive group

The principal of the high school is co,

ncerned that one clique of st
dents is do

minating the student council,
cloister v. to confine; seclude

The writer cloistered herself in a country house to Jfinish her novel

The adjective cloistered means shut away from the world.

The journalist described the iq

'ge American philanthropic founda-
tions as arrogant,

elitist, and cloistered,
The noun cloister means a Inonastery or convent.

Coagulate o, thicken; congeal

In normai individuals, blood begins to coagulate about 20 seconds
after a wound i

IS sustained, thys Preventing further bleeding.
REVIEW 14

Matching

Match each word with itg definition:

;. chtasten 4. rude; boorish

3. ch¥canery b. to confine

4. cﬁwa?ry C. trickery; fraug

5. c. url.xsh d. roundabout

6. ziz:;(tous €. correct by Punishment

7. o yant f. noisy outcry

8: Cliqmu:r &. thicken: congeal

o ciome h Qualities idealizeq by knighthood
o conguinte J1 Is)rsl;il}ln :xclusive group

~
(-]
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ill-ins _
gloose the best word to fill in the blank in each sentence.

ircuitous
i chivalric churlish c
C:IQStel;:;llt ﬁ}l;;a;el’y clique cloistered coagulates
clairvo
i ideal
1. The idea of the gentleman is derived from the i

that a man should be honorable, courteous, brave, and loyal,
especially to women.

2. Egg white when k.leated. £ student
3. The college newspaper is doml'nate'd by a:‘t -

who seem to be interested mainly in sports. e media
4. Over the last few years there 'has beena_

about increased global warmlr.lg. e back to
5. After robbing the store, the thief tool.{ a ——

his house in case anyone was following her. i breakfast.
6. Mr. Jones tends to be before he has ha

. Mr.

ici d up by ;

's budget deficit was covere by : ;

- zg\fef:lvft?rlnnsle\r;z:e mo§ed off-budget and unrealistically high rev
enues were projected.

by the great
i f the small country was : eat
> ’Il)‘f)l\iedrl’ thfloorwoof naval strength in the harbor of his country’s cap
tal city.

he predicted
9. We all said that Claire mustbe ______ after she p

the exact score of the football gar.r;e. mong his books.
10. The scholar livesa__ lifea

Sense or Nonsense ot
Indicate whether each sentence makes goog I\?gg)sci:f ok
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONS

us, and
1. The chivalric code commanded knights to be brave, genero
faithful.
d.
2. Blood is coagulating around thceio‘:,s(iz:ed society that prides itself
3. The United States is an open,

o Detng tolerant of a Wifle ra?tl}gleaoia:/ilseeW:f. 810,000 dollars a year.
4. Herb’s boss chastened him wi

i i ear that they
5. Stage magicians often use clever tricks to make it app
are clairvoyant.

n
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UNIT 15

S

coalesce v. to cause to become one

President John F. Kenned said /
. that igi ‘
that the interests of b Y Americans must be vigilant

' usiness and the military do not coalesce and
thus undermine those of society as a wholg.ry

coda n, concluding part of a literary

thing that summarizes or concludes

The coda of the Danish ¢
omposer Per Norgard’s Sixt. mphony
Seems to return to the Serene sounds of the gpearnl?sl; i

or musical composition; some-

codify . to Systematize
The state legi
N gislature voted to codify regulations governing banking

Codification is the noun.

Codified is the adjective,

Common law ;g
based on coyrt decfg? System of laws that originated in England; it s
ons and on customs rather than on codified

written laws.

: fommon law,

b lg;fe acted by Napoleon in 1804. 1

.. nany nonstatutory laws
derived ﬁ'Gm rulings by judges
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collage n. artistic composition of materials pasted over a surface; an
assemblage of diverse elements

The cubist Juan Gris is noted for his use of collage to create
trompe l'oeil effects—the illusion of photographic reality.

Terms from the Arts, Sciences, and Social Sciences

cubist: a movement in art in the twentieth century that represented
subjects from several points of view rather than from a single per-
spective. Pablo Picasso and Georges Braques were the two most
influential cubist artists.

trompe l'oeil: a French term meaning “deceive the eye.” It refers to a
style of portraying objects in a way that deceives the observer into
believing it is the object itself.

commensurate adj. proportional
In the United States, malpractice suits have raised the cost of medi-
cine because doctors must pay more for insurance, and thus increase
their fees commensurately.

compendium n. brief, comprehensive summary
The Mozart Compendium: A Guide to Mozart’s Life and Music
by H. C. Robbins Landon is a convenient reference for finding infor-
mation about the life and music of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

complacent adj. self-satisfied
Although Tom received an “A” on his midterm exam, Professor
Donovan warned him not to become complacent since the work in
the second term would be harder.

complaisant adj. overly polite; willing to please; obliging
Although France and Germany have a close relationship, neither
would consider the other a complaisant ally.

complement n. something that completes or makes up a whole

Some people envision chess developing into a game played at the
highest levels between teams of humans and computers', egch com-
plementing the other and providing investigators with insight into
the cognitive processes of each.
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REVIEW 15
Matc
Match each word with its definition:
1. coal
2. co d:sce a. to systematize
3. codify b. cause to become one
4. cognizant C. assemblage of diverse elements
5. collage d. overly polite
e.
(73. commensurate f 5;;{):;?;);;;
- compendium i
8. complacent §. something that makes up a whole
9. complaisant h something that summarizes
10. complement L brief, comprehensive summary
J. informed; conscious
Fill-ins

Choos
€ the best word to fill ip the blank in each senten
ce.
coalesced

coda
collage codificatio
commens n  cognizant
complaisant eomplemt:::.:;l te  compendium complacent
1. The ﬁna]
the authof'hrigzecl;so e Sclentist’s book is a in which
Played in it, on her life and the Important role science

2. The fo
Imer chain-g
mo i
Passive nonsmoker,” ker describes herself as “Now a '

3. A recent the
ory of h
object collided with (t)hwet[{;laertEha;%l got its moon is that a very large

Iron- illi
free materig) that gradually o1t 45 billion o 280 Lo cant
’ oo —————_ into the Moon.
. Xnorkers Tewards shoylg becapltahsm ' the conviction that a
» Another importay; ~———— With his or her contribution

Napo}
Poleonic Coge is the Germus, of modern civil law in addition to the

Gesetzh Tman Cy
6. uch) that wengt Into effect inVﬂth(t:eoéi}te3 erman Birgerliches
Tman Empire in 1900.

no
ITOt,-?tc,\ that gives information Zj)lostt iCshh('ﬂPful to have a
aracters, setting,

nally, v
Whereas req Mnmte Wine is considereq 5 good

¢ is consiq
1 Sompany’s CEQ 15 yopg s 0 P

Iried
ake his employees that this Quarter’s record profits
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9. It is important that a person accused of a crime be of
his or her legal rights.
10. Modern Singapore is a multiethnic
Chinese, and many other groups.

of Malays, Indians,

Sense or Nonsense
Indicate whether each sentence makes good sense or not.
Put S (SENSE) if it does, and put N (NONSENSE) if it does not.

1. After three months of training, the battalion coalesced into a
formidable fighting force. _____

2. The collage portrays the university’s history since its founding in
1766.

3. A widely held belief is that an employee’s pay should be commen-
surate with his or her qualifications and experience.

4. It is unwise to become complaisant and assume you will do well
on the GRE just because you did well on the SAT or ACT. _

5. During World War Il German naval commanders radioed codas to
their submarines containing the location of Allied ships. _____

UNIT 16

compliant adj. yielding
The young negotiator is trying to learn the skill of bei.ng open to
proposals by the other side without seerming too compliant.

compunction n. uneasiness caused by guilt

The American psychiatrist Frank Pittman said, "Men who ha})e
been raised violently have every reason to believe it is appropriate for

them to control others through violence; they feel no compunction
over being violent to women, children, and one another.

concave adj. curving inward
Concave lenses are used in glasses to compensate for myopia

(nearsightedness).

conciliatory adj. overcoming distrust or hostility
The leader of the country made conciliatory statements assuring
the world that his country did not intend to acquire nuclear weapons.

concoct v. to invent
The various human cultures have concocted.a great many gxpla-
nations to describe the beginning of the Earth, life, and humanity.
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